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ORIGINAL, CORRESPONDENCE. 

Paris, May 3lat, 1830. 
The Parisians have been so much taken up 
with the expedition to Algiers, and the refusal 
of Prince Leopold to proceed to Greece, that 
they have had little time during the past week 
to discuss subjects which are of interest in a 

literary and scientific miscellany Greece and 

Algiers are alone talked of here; and until the 
nine days' wonder shall" be over, very little else 
can be expected even from those who are called 
reasonable people. It is some satisfaction, how- 
ever, to know that the interests of science 
have not been overlooked in the arrangements 
for the Algerine expedition. Two clever 
and experienced botanists, two geologists, and 
other scientific men, have been sent out at the 
expense of government ; and, should the 
French effect the conquest of Algiers, satisfac- 
tory results may be obtained from their labours, 
There is in all this nothing but an exemplifica- 
tion of the national pride ; but let us «ot look 
at the cause — the effect alone ought to be con. 
sidered. But for this pride Champollion and 
Pariset would not have been sent to Egypt, 
and we should have been ignorant of many in- 
teresting facts which they have communicated 
to us — the scientific expeditions would not have 
been sent to Greece and Africa, and more than 
two thirds of these discoveries, which in other 
countries might be fairly attributed to philan 
thropy, and the honorable desire of improving 
society, but which in France arise chiefly from 
the pride of the national character, would not 
have been known. 

The theatres have not been very successful 
here lately., , Jt. is not now the hot weather 
which is said to cause this dullness, but the 
state of the times, and the scarcity of the cir- 
culating medium. In Great Britain you attri- 
bute all your misfortunes to the withdrawal of 
the one pound notes from circulation. Here, as 
such complaint would not hold, the deficiency is 
attributed, why is not known, to the influence 
of the Bourbons. Just now every thing cala- 
mitous will be ascribed to them — for, to say 
truth, they are most unpopular. Miss Smithson 
does not fait fureur, but yet the French like 
her ; and they frequent the theatre when she 
plays, in sufficient numbers to make it worth 
the while of the managers to retain her ; so that 
she has wealth and fame combined in France, 
whilst in England both were denied her. 
There was, to say the least of it, ' something 
very illiberal in the conduct of the English 
towards this young lady, whose chief fault seems 
to have been that she was not protected by some 
lord, who could afford to take nightly some 
fifteen or twenty pounds worth of tickets to dis- 
tribute among persons who would undertake to 
applaud her. In France she is idolized, and 
the reputation of being virtuous is very much 
in her favour. 

In consequence of several recent cases of 
hydrophobia in this capital, the attention of 
the most eminent physicians and surgeons has 
been turned to enquiries into the nature of the 
disease. Various are the opinions expressed ; 
but that of Dr. Despiney, who says that it 
consists in a lesion of the medulla oblongata, or 
commencement of the spinal marrow, appears 
to have great weight with the faculty. The 
discovery is of importance, as it may enable 
medical men to follow it up by more successful 
enquiries as to the means of prevention or cure, 



but beyond that, it is of little value.* The fol- 
lowing distressing case of hydrophobia occurred 
here, in the private practice of a friend, a few 
days ago : — An elderly lady, followed by a 



London, June 1st 

The chief topic of conversation here to day, 
has been the extraordinary exhibition that took 
place at Covent-garden Theatre last nigh_t; 



small dog of the terrier breed, was passing across, yOU wiu ^ by the DewspaperS) that nothing 
the Rue de la Paix, near the Place Vendome; U,,^ j,^ j^,, more conclave- of the feeling 
the wheel of a cart or carnage passing atl ente ^ fa ^ by ^ public respecting the quarrel 
the time, went over the loins of the dog, and fo^e^ i ord and lady William Lennox, than 
the little animal appeared to suffer terribly. - ' ■ - - - 

Whilst in this state a livery servant, who was 
on his way home, wishing humanely to give 
the dog some relief, took hold of it for the pur- 
pose of examining the injury inflicted, and in 
doing so was bitten through the hand. As no 



the triumph which the hitter achieved] on this 
occasion. The audience not satisfied with 
merely overlooking the frailty of the lady, ap- 
plauded her with a fervor which could not 
have been exceeded, if she had been some ex- 
traordinary martyr, or had come out of her 
It is clear from 



person imagined that the dog was in a rabid ordea l ^ith unsullied virtue. „ _ , , ., 
state, the man took no notice of his wound, I tbig) that w _. \ jeall0 j L wi ji 9U stain»o injury in 
which healed ; but two days afterwards became j her pro f ess i nal career, from the late exposure, 
again sore^ and pamfuh In three days jnore | but 9 j, e mns t, t tlliak> (eel deeply her degrada _ 

■-""""" "• -"" " •'" "-*"" ■■" •"■ jj on ft-oj,, the rank which she held in society, 



decided symptoms of hydrophobia came on, and 
the man died within the week. This is an ex- 
traordinary case — for here the pain suffered by 
the dog must have caused immediate rage, and 



when she was received as a sister by lady Jane 
Peel, and another distinguished branch of ,her 
husband's family. As far as talent went, her 



the virus which led to the man's death must !„,,,{,,„„£,,,„, ^ nigbt ^h one of a most 
have had its fatal quality imparted to it mstan-jpo^rf,,) descr iption, nothing could exceed the 
taneously. It is much to be regretted that this briUia ^^ ^j^ she execnted the ^ 
dreadful malady is as yet incurable. Every i ^ but her d<meanor throughout the cha- 
thing has been tried for it— even to prussic . mct/er ^ sucb ^ to d i gpleage> t might almost 
acid, which as a powerful sedative was ex-l^y diggustj the very few persoDS preS ent who 
pected to do some good— but every thing has ^ any Talue llpon decency . The bouse was 

crowded in every part. 

The following detailed account of the name 
and number of the Paris Journals printed daily, 
is sufficiently curious to be gjven in your 
miscellany. I hardly understand how some 
of them can be so low ; but I copy it textu- 
ally as it appears in the Gazette de France. 

Le Constitutional, ... 16,666 

Le Journal des Debats, ... 9,900 

La Gazette, ... ... 9,863 

Courrier Francais, ... 5,000 

Quotidienne, ... ... 4,166 

Moniteur, ... ... 2,666 

Universe], ... ... 1,000 

Drapeau Blanc, ... ... 666 

Le Temps, ... ... 4,000 

Gazette des Tribunaux, ... 3,000 

Journal du Commerce, ... 2,500 

Le Figaro, ... ... 2,336 

Le Globe, ... ... 1,833 

Le National, ... ... 1,590 

Messager des Chambres, ... 1,330 

Nouveau journal des Paris, 1,330 

Courrier des Tribunanx, ... 1,160 

L'Echo francais, ... " .;. 989 

La Gazette des Cultes, ... 622 

Le Petit Courrier des Dames, 500 

Le Voleur, ... ... 388 

Le Journal des Dames, ... 360 

Le Courrier des Electeurs, 236 

La Revue de* Paris, ... 233 

La Mode, ... ... 220 

L'Apostolique, ... ... 86 

L'Effronte, ... ... 73 

Le Mercure du XIX« siecle, 66 

La Revue musicah, ... 61 

La Gazette de 1' University, 40 

L'Altnira, ... ... 30 

LeLys, ... ... 25 

La Gazette des Eooles, ... 19 

La Meduse, ... ... 16 

Le Courrier des Salgejs, ... 13 

L'lndicateur, ... ... 10 

he Cosaque, ... ... £ 

La Jena* Prance, ... ... 1 

Le Phare de Paris, ... ... 1 

Total dafly number 91,982. 



failed. 

A good deal of interest has been excited 
here by the cruel conduct of the French go- 
vernment to your countryman captain Dillon, 
who discovered the remains of the fatal expe- 
dition of La Perouse. You are perhaps aware 
that for this service the French government 
bestowed upon him the decoration of the Legion 
of Honor, and I believe a very small pension. 
About four months agov fee .was sent for here 
to take the command t)f pr (1 join in another ex- 
pedition, to make further discoveries. He 
accordingly came over ; and for a time every 
thing in the way of preparation was going on 
well ; but suddenly the views of the French 
government have changed, and Dillon, who 
had expended many thousand francs, is left 
without the slightest compensation. 

» It Is rather curious that we should have before us 
a copy of the Intelligence Sunday Paper, of May 30, 
in which in the course of an able article on Hydropho- 
bia, we find the following passage : — 

"Or. Despiney, a French physician, has observed in 
his investigations on dogs, cats, pigs, and on man, that 
the pathological character of hydrophobia is the same ; 
and that it consists in a lesion of the medulla oblongata, 
or commencement of the spinal marrow; that the ex- 
tent of this lesion varies in proportion to the duration 
of the symptoms, between the commencing flush of 
inflammation and the total destruction of the sneduUa 
oblongata, or its reduction to a stats in which, this sub- 
stance becomes as diffluent as cream ; that the seat of 
this disorganization being in close connexion witli the 
parts affected in epilepsy, this latter disease will often 



finally that, the medulla oblongata, being, according to 
Gall, Serre, and other physiologists, the organ whii 
presides over the generative system, it is in this syste 
the spontaneous origin of hydrophobia must be looked 
for. The result of M. Despiney's researches, though 
very satisfactory, has, however, gone no further than 
to show the cause of death, and the lesion of organs 
by which it is produced. We have yet to discover the 
means of averting irritation from the medulla oblon- 
gata, or of combating its inflammation directly. M. 
Despiney atnrms that there is but one way of effecting 
this ; namely, to paralyse in some manner the genera- 
tive system, and that portion of the spinal marrow, 
from which this system derives its iunueece. Until 
this discovery shall have been made, the only rational, 
plan of treatment consists in general and local bier 
ing from the back of the neck, the larynx a f tthS i 
nerative system; but the remedies in which he ato 
most reliance, are the acetate of morphine, the 3> sl 
donna, or such like substances ane&d oft the derau 
previously exposed by blisters appaed t» the back m 
the neck, larynx, &c" . 

We are happy to contribute to the spread of ascarate 
scientific Information on m> important a subject. 

Ed. 



